
 

 

15 Av, 5775 
 
 
 
Shalom, 
 
There is a custom in many communities to store the kinot books, used on Tisha B’Av, together with 
“shemot”—old and worn-out holy books that are no longer fit for use. Placing the kinot books with the shemot 
is an expression of optimism and hope that the Tisha B’Av that has just ended will be the last one that we will 
need to mourn. This year, there is no cause for optimism and no cause for hope. 
 
As our fasts ended, reports from Israel reached us in Chicago that a Conservative synagogue in the Israeli city 
of Modi’in was sabotaged, presumably by Jewish religious extremists, trapping worshippers inside the building 
as they gathered for Tisha B’Av prayers. On Thursday afternoon, a Jewish religious extremist stabbed six 
marchers at Jerusalem’s Gay Pride parade, severely injuring some of his victims. And, early Friday morning, a 
group of Jewish terrorists attacked a civilian Palestinian home in the village of Douma, throwing firebombs 
into a window of the home, setting it ablaze, killing 18-month-old Ali Saad Dawabshe, and leaving his mother 
and 4-year-old brother hospitalized with severe burns. And so, as we pray on Shabbat for those injured by 
terrorism, violence, and hatred, as we do each week, we will be praying this week for victims of Jewish 
terrorists. And, this week, we will acknowledge the murder of Ali Saad Dawabshe, just as we always 
acknowledge by name those killed by terrorism in Eretz Yisrael.  
 
This Shabbat we will hear the reading of the Asseret HaDibrot or the Ten Commandments, which comprise a 
nucleus of Jewish ethical and religious life. There is a great deal of significance to the wording of each of the 
ten Divine statements, their structure, order, and context.  But when it comes to the prohibition against 
murder, the simplicity of the phrasing in the Asseret HaDibrot is itself its most significant ethical contribution. 
“Lo Tirtzah - Do not murder.” It is a categorial and ultimate prohibition with no room for equivocation or 
rationalizations or second thoughts. That religious Jews who study our Torah and pray to the God of 
Abraham could adopt a casual disregard to this most basic obligation is a source of outrage, anger, and deep 
shame. 
 
As we gather together as a community this week we will declare “not in our name” and affirm that our Torah 
is a Torah of life and a Torah of peace. We will ask for God’s forgiveness for the desecration of God’s Name 
and God’s Torah that took place this week, and we will redouble our dedication to strengthening Jewish life 
at Anshe Sholom. Our community is one where Conservative, Orthodox, and Reform Jews share friendships 
and value each other’s commitments and values. Our community is one where gay men and women worship, 
study Torah, and build families. Our community is one where visitors of every faith and ethnicity are 
welcomed with warmth and in peace. This is the way of the Torah, whose ways are ways of pleasantness and 
whose pathways lead to peace. 
 
We will also celebrate and rejoice this Shabbat! We are honored this week to celebrate the aufruf, the Shabbat 
Chattan, and Kallah for Matthew Altman and Camila Benaim. At a wedding, we pray that a couple will merit 
the ability to build a “bayit ne’eman b’Yisrael —a home faithful to the traditions of Israel.”  This does not mean 
mere demographic continuity, but a commitment to replicate and spread the values of Torah and to build a 
community where those values are felt. Matthew and Camila represent everything that is best in our 
community and that goodness, and the faith that their marriage will cause that goodness to grow stronger, is 
the best possible consolation after a tragic and trying week.  
 
 
Shabbat Shalom. 
Rabbi David Wolkenfeld 


